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VII.                                Gods.

PRAISE to the friends who sit in front 1 to those seated

together, praise :
I use the hundred-footed speech.

2  I use the hundred-footed speech, I sing what hath a

thousand paths,
G&yatra, Trishtup, Jagat hymn.

3  G&yatra, Trishtup, Jagathymn, the forms united and

complete,
Have the Gods made familiar friends.

VIII.                               Agni.

AaNi, is light, light is Agni, Indra is light, light  is

Indra,
S&rya is light, light is S&rya.

2  0 Agni, turn again with strength, turn thou again

with food and life:
Save us again from grief and woe !

3  0 Agni, turn again with wealth : sprinkle thou us

from every side
With thine own all-supporting stream !

The hymn is riot taken from the Rigveda. The metre is Gayatri,
somewhat irregular in stanza 1.

1 The friends who sit in front: the friendly Gods who sit in the fore-
most place at sacrifice, or who, according to the Scholiast, have taken
their seats before the beginning of the sacrifice. Hundred-footed :
having countless feet or measures; meaning/according to the Scholiastr
much the same as 'what hath a thousand paths,* i. e. producing good
results for us by an infinite number of ways*

3 Made familiar friends : literally, made their homes or places of
delight; i. e.the Gods have become accustomed to, and take delight in,
hymns in the G&yatri, Trishtup, and Jagati metres.

The hymn is not taken from the Bigveda. The metre is Giiyatri.
Stanzas 2 and 3 occur in the Yajurv'eda.
I Agui is thus identified with Indra who is identified with Surya
the Sun-god,